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The output of platinum is now probably as great as that
of Canada, which occupies first place in world production,
while in the output of gold (over' 4J million troy ounces
annually) the U.S.S.R. ranks second only to South Africa,
The Lena basin is the most important centre of production.
In the output of tin (1937: 12,000 tons) the U.S.S.R. falls
behind a number of other countries, and this metal has to
be imported. About 65 per cent, of the Soviet production
is believed to be in the Chita region. Tin-mining has also
developed rapidly near Verkhoyansk in the Yana valley,
together with nickel, molybdenum, lead, and silver. The West
Verkhoyansk Tin Combine now employs over 5000 people.
Mention must be made of the apatite (calcium phosphate)
and nepheline deposits of the Kola Peninsula. More than
2 million tons of apatite and half a million tons of nepheline
are mined each year, in addition to considerable quantities
of molybdenum, rare earths, and sulphate of iron (used for
the manufacture of sulphuric acid). Nepheline is used in the
aluminium and ceramic industries, while its potash content
is used in the manufacture of fertilizers. Apatite is used to
produce phosphatic fertilizers in a large new factory at Lenin-
grad. The importance of these mineral fertilizers for agri-
culture cannot be over-estimated. In addition to the immense
supplies from the Kola Peninsula there are vast deposits of
phosphatic rocks of sedimentary origin in many parts of the
Russian Plain. The largest deposits occur in the Kirov region,
on the Vyatka-Kama watershed. There are others in the
Moscow region (Voskressensk), the Gorki region (Cherno-
rechensk), the Kursk region, the Ukraine (Konstantinovka),
near Aktyubinsk, and in the Kara Tau in Kazakhstan, The
U.S.S.R. possesses about 63 per cent, of the world's resources
of phosphates (18 per cent, of world production).
Potash is another mineral essential to agricultural develop-
ment. In 1929 vast deposits of common salt, together with
potash and magnesium salts, were discovered at Solikamsk,
in the Western Urals. Potassium salts have also been dis-
covered in Western Kazakhstan, and altogether the Soviet
Union now possesses 27,700 million tons of these deposits.